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thankless labour on the printers, who are for
the most part far more meritorious persons than
fifth-rate authors. It is true that Burke returned
such disordered proofs that the printer usually
found it least troublesome to set the whole afresh,
and Miss Martineau tells a story of a Scotch
compositor who fled from Edinburgh to avoid
Carlyle's manuscript, and to his horror was
presently confronted with a piece of the too
familiar copy which made him cry, " Lord, have
mercy! Have you got that man to print for! "
But most editors will cheerfully forgive such
transgressions to all contributors who will
guarantee that they write as well as Burke or
Carlyle. Alas! it is usually the case that those
who have least excuse are the worst offenders.
The slovenliest manuscripts come from persons
to whom the difference between an hour and a
minute is of the very smallest importance. This,
however, is a digression, only to be excused
partly by the natural desire to say a word against
one's persecutors, and partly by a hope that some
persons of sensitive conscience may be led to
ponder whether there may not be after all some
moral obligations even towards editors and
printers.